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Earthquake clouds are clouds claimed to be signs of imminent earthquakes. The analyses of earthquake clouds as aform of earthquake prediction are
generally not accepted by seismologists and other scientists.

In chapter 32 of hiswork Brihat Samhita, Indian scholar Varahamihira (505 — 587) discussed a number of signs warning of earthquakes: Unusual animal
behavior, astrological influences, underground movements of water, and extraordinary clouds occurring aweek before the earthquake.

Since 1994, Zhonghao Shou, aretired Chinese chemist living in New Y ork, has made dozens of earthquake predictions based on cloud patternsin satellite
images, and claims to have a 70% accuracy. Stress and friction in the ground can vaporize water long before the earthquake happens, according to Shou,
and clouds formed through these mechanisms are distinctively shaped. He has identified five different types of earthquake cloud, including "line-shaped",
"feather-shaped”, and "lantern shaped” clouds. He claims that an earthquake will take place within 103 days of the appearance of one of these clouds, and
that the average time is 30 days. On December 25, 2003, one day before the Bam earthquake, he predicted an earthquake of mag. 5.5+ within 60 days over
afault linein Iran. Due to this correct prediction, in May 2004, he was invited to aworkshop by the UN and the Iranian Space Agency, with meterologists,
geologists, and seismologists present. Some of the scientists present, including Ansari Amoli, believe thisis an areaworthy of serious study. However, a

large majority of seismologists do not believe that thereis adirect correlation between the earthquakes and cloud formg .

Historical records have indicated a possible correlation between clouds and earthquakes in the ancient civilizations of Rome, India, and China.

Earthquake clouds were spotted before the 2008 Sichuan earthquake.[Z] (314
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